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LIBRARIES AND INSTITUTIONS

Head of Japanese Parliamentary Library Presents Catalog to Library of Congress Law
Librarian
A group of librarians from the National Diet Library of Japan visited the Law Library
of the Library of Congress on August 29, 1990. They were here to present the recently
published Catalog of Statutes and Parliamentary Documents of Foreign Countries to Law
Librarian M. Kathleen Price. The catalog, written in Japanese, is current up to 1987.
Keith Ann Stiverson, special assistant to the law librarian, gave the visitors a general
tour of the Law Library and an overview of the collections and duties of the staff. Sung
Yoon Cho, assistant chief of the Far Eastern Law Division, described the library's
holdings relating to Japanese law and legal literature. He and Takeo Nishioka, a legal
research analyst, also accompanied the group and showed them the collections of the
Far Eastern Law Division.
(Excerpted from the Library of Congress Information Bulletin 49, No. 21 (October 22,
1990): 360.)

Harvard-Yenching Library Receives Grant to Acquire Chinese Data Base
The Harvard-Yenching Library has received a grant of $70,000 from the Chiang Chingkuo Foundation in Taipei, Taiwan for the acquisition of a large full-text data base of the
Twenty-five Dynastic Histories of China. The data base, containing some sixty million
Chinese characters, comprises the entire text of the Twenty-five Dynastic Histories
compiled over a period of more than two thousand years from about 100 B.C. to the
end of China's imperial period in 1911. This series of historical writings is the single
most important collection of primary sources in Chinese studies.
Their compilation began at the end of the second century B.C., when Ssu-ma Ch'ien
completed the Shih-chi (Records of the Historian) begun by his father. Each in turn
holding the hereditary office of Grand Scribe and both living at a time when a new era
in Chinese history had begun with the unification of China under the Han dynasty, the
father and son conceived the grand design of combining into a single connected work
the existing records of the Chinese people from the earliest times to their own day. In
so doing, they created the model which was imitated and refined in the great series of
Dynastic Histories which was continued up to the end of China's imperial period in
1911, when the Republic was founded.
The first compilation, the Shih-chi, is divided into five major sections: (1) the "Basic
Annals" deal with the lives of emperors and the main events in their reigns; (2) the
"Tables" list the dynastic chronologies of separate states in the pre-Han period and the
appointments to titles of nobility under the Han; (3) the "Monographs"-tnis section was
to become the most fruitful in its development by later chroniciers-provide discussions
of aspects of traditional Chinese government such as rites, music, the calendar, rivers
and canals, etc.; (4) the "Heredity Houses" cover the history of the separate feudal
states of the pre-Han period (this section was discontinued in later Histories because
such states did not exist in imperial China); and (5) the "Biographies," the largest
section of all.
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The basic organization of the Shih-chi was followed by the Histories of the later dynas
ties with only minor modifications. Perhaps the most significant departure was the limi
tation of the temporal scope of each succeeding History to a single dynasty. While
Shih-chi is the history of China from antiquity to the authors' time, each of the remain
ing compilations treats the history of one dynasty only.
Another noteworthy development was the official sponsorship of the Histories. The
first three Histories-the Shih-chi, the Honshu (History of the Former Han Dynasty,)
and the Hou Honshu (History of the Later Han Dynasty)-were private compilations.
However, a History Office was established during the Tang Dynasty (A.D. 618-907) to
take charge of the work, and this office continued through successive dynasties until the
end of the Empire.
From the beginning, the principal duty of the History Office was to gather documentary
materials on the immediate past and to compose them at the end of each reign into
chronicles known as the "Veritable Records." The organized compilation of histories by
teams of officials ensured the volume and continuity of the record, which are the most
immediately impressive features of Chinese historiography.
Given this background, it is easy to understand why China has come to have the longest
recorded history, and why scholars regard the Twenty-five Dynastic Histories as the sin
gle most important and authoritative source of primary materials for the study of China.
For it is here that the rise and fall of dynasties are meticulously recorded, and the po
litical, economic, social, and cultural developments of each dynasty are described in de
tail. There is no other single source in which such information can be found in such
quantity and quality. However, for lack of a comprehensive index, scholars to this day
have had to pore over hundreds of volumes of the Histories to gather the information
they needed for research, often at the cost of years of intensive labor.
The availability of the full-text data base of the Histories will reduce searching time
from years to weeks, with the assurance that nothing has been inadvertently missed in
the process. It was developed over the past six years by the Academia Sinica in Taipei,
Taiwan. A full-text electronic data base with a total of more than sixty million Chinese
characters comprising the entire text of the Twenty-five Dynastic Histories, it can be
searched in many ways. For example, social scientists will now be able to locate easily
the information they need for in-depth comparative studies of the impact on Chinese
society of changes in political institutions and official orthodoxy in different ages.
Scholars of Chinese language and literature likewise will be aided by the data base in
studying the evolution of the Chinese language and the development of literary styles
and genres. Even scientists will find the data base a convenient tool in their research,
for descriptions of natural phenomena are scattered throughout the Histories.
The data base was developed jointly by the Institute of History and Philology and the
Computing Center, both of the Academia Sinica in Taiwan. It is the second copy to be
installed in an American library, the first having been installed at the East Asia Library
of the University of Washington two years ago.
The data base can be searched in various ways, such as by personal or place names, by
event, or by phrase. A recent University of Washington report states, "The 1.53 million
characters of the Hou Han-Shu were searched in eighty-three seconds for all references
to fa (law) and lit (regulations). All six hundred sentences containing one of those
characters were then printed, showing the page number where the full passage could be
found in the punctuated Ting Wen edition."
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"The availability of this data base," according to Eugene W. Wu, Librarian of the
Harvard-Yenching Library, "will not only save enormous research time, but also revolu
tionize the approaches to the study of Chinese history, as interdisciplinary and cross-dy
nastic themes can now be more easily and fruitfully explored. And in the process, the
study of Chinese history will have gone through a permanent and fundamental qualita
tive change. There will be a true 'cultural revolution' in our understanding of one of the
world's major civilizations."
(Adapted from Harvard University Library Notes, no. 991 (October 18,1990): 1-2)
Freer Gallery of Art Receives Pledge from Japan to Help Fund Current Renovation
Project
The Freer Gallery of Art, a national museum of Asian art at the Smithsonian Institu
tion, Washington, D.C., has received a pledge of $1.5 million from a consortium of
Professor Ikuo Hirayama, an internationally known painter and president of the Na
tional University of Fine Art and Music; The Nomura Securities Company, Ltd., one of
Japan's four largest securities concerns; and The Nomura Cultural Foundation, all of
Tokyo. The gift will be used toward reinstallation of the Freer collection in newly
restored exhibition galleries, part of a major construction and renovation project that
began at the museum in 1988. The museum is scheduled to reopen in late 1992.
"This tribute to the Freer Gallery of Art from Professor Hirayama, Nomura Securities,
and The Nomura Cultural Foundation is an exceedingly generous acknowledgement of
the long and fruitful friendship between the museum and the people of Japan," said
Milo C. Beach, director of the Freer Gallery of Art and the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery,
also a national museum of Asian art at the Smithsonian. "Their splendid gift will mark
that friendship through an improved presentation of great art and the enduring values it
embodies."
The Freer Gallery of Art, which opened to the public on May 2, 1923 as the first art
museum of the Smithsonian, houses an Asian collection comprising Japanese, Chinese,
Korean, South and Southeast Asian, and Near Eastern art that is generally acknowl
edged to be among the world's finest. In addition, the Freer houses a collection of nine
teenth- and early twentieth-century art that includes the world's most important collec
tion of work by James McNeill Whistler (1834-1903).
The Freer closed to the public in September 1988 for a multimillion-dollar project to
expand and improve space for art conservation, research, collection storage, and visitor
facilities. A new underground exhibition area will connect the Freer with the neigh
boring Sackler Gallery and thus provide a physical link for the related exhibitions and
public programs of the two museums.
The Freer Gallery occupies an Italian Renaissance-style building of Massachusetts
granite and marble that was designed by the American architect Charles Piatt (18611933). The museum is named for Charles Lang Freer (1854-1919), a Detroit industri
alist, who pledged his collection, funds for the building, and an endowment to the
nation in 1906.
While much of the ongoing construction project, the first complete refurbishment in the
museum's nearly seventy-year history, has been funded through federal appropriations,
the Japanese gift will enable the work to continue on a timely and thorough course. In
particular, the gift will support a reinstallation that will highlight the Freer collection,
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better provide for its security, and enhance the building itself as an architectural setting
for the presentation of Asian art.
(Adapted from the Smithsonian Institution News October 29,1990)
Research Libraries Group Receives $190.000 National Endowment for the Humanities
Grant for East Asian Retrospective Cataloging Project
The Research Libraries Group, Inc. (RLG) has been awarded $190,000 by the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) for a major East Asian cataloging project.
Approximately 32,500 bibliographic records of Chinese, Japanese, and Korean vernac
ular materials will be converted to machine-readable form, and approximately 45,000
romanized East Asian records that are already in machine-readable form will be up
graded to include vernacular scripts. The resulting citations will be accessible online
through the Research Libraries Information Network (RLIN®), significantly increasing
the number of unique Chinese, Japanese, Korean (CJK®) records in the RLIN data
base. The project is expected to take two years.
"The Endowment is pleased to support this important project," commented NEH
Chairman Lynne V. Cheney in discussing the grant. "It will result in making some of the
most important East Asian collections available to scholars and students everywhere."
The records—chosen for their rarity, importance to research in the humanities, and pre1980 imprint dates-come from the East Asian library collections of ten major universi
ties: Columbia University, the Hoover Institution at Stanford University, University of
California at Berkeley, University of California at Santa Barbara, University of
Chicago, University of Hawaii at Manoa, University of Minnesota, University of
Southern California, University of Toronto, and Yale University. All are members of
RLG's East Asian Studies Program.
"The project includes a vast quantity of early editions now out of print, hard-to-find ma
terials that may survive in only one or two collections," commented Dr. Marsha L.
Wagner, librarian of the C. V. Starr East Asian Library of Columbia University. "Many
are scarce because they date from the late nineteenth or early twentieth century; others
no longer exist in East Asia because they were destroyed during the 1930s and World
War II. Others are rare because they were published in limited editions or were printed
on inferior paper, the only kind available during wartime."
The RLIN data base currently contains over half a million records of Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean materials in their native scripts, most published after 1980. The
inclusion of earlier CJK vernacular materials will increase scholarly access to important
research materials and will further cooperative library activities in collection develop
ment, shared cataloging, interlibrary loan, and preservation microfilming.
Highlights of the project include:
Materials on Chinese history, religion, philosophy, art, literature, and language,
including collections of modern Chinese literature from the University of
Chicago and Yale University and a collection of Chinese Communist party mate
rials published between 1920 and 1970 from the Hoover Institution.
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*

Materials on Japanese history, politics, religion, philosophy, and literature, in
cluding a collection of poetry from the University of Minnesota.

*

Comprehensive collections of material on twentieth-century Korean history,
politics, economics, language, and literature from the University of California at
Berkeley and the University of Southern California.

(From a press release dated October 22,1990 from the Research Libraries Group, Inc.)
Library of Congress Establishes a New Korean Section in Its Asian Division
The Library of Congress has established a new Korean Section in its Asian Division
with the assistance of the International Cultural Society of Korea. Key P. Yang, who
has long served as the Korean area specialist in the Asian Division, has been appointed
as the founding head of the section.
A Korean subsection was created in the Orientalia (now Asian) Division late in 1950 to
meet increasing reference demands, stimulated by the Korean War, for government
agencies and the academic community. Mr. Yang was hired as the first permanent
staffer to catalog the growing Korean-language collection. Admini-stratively, the
Korean collection has been under the Chinese and Korean Section since 1964.
A catalytic agent in the establishment of the independent Korean Section was the gift of
one million dollars from the International Cultural Society of Korea presented on the
occasion of the 200th anniversary of the United States Congress. The gift will be used
to strengthen the acquisition of Korean scholarly publications and to promote a variety
of scholarly and cultural programs associated with the Korean collection, such as a con
ference to evaluate library resources in American university libraries to support Korean
studies programs.
(Excerpted from the Library of Congress News press release 90-136 dated November 2,
1990)
International Relations and Pacific Studies Library Actively Developing East Asian
Language Collections
1. International Relations and Pacific Studies (IR/PS) Library Receives $70,000 Dona
tion for Korean Collection
On October 15, 1990, an official ceremony was held in honor of S. K. Choi, Vice-Presi
dent of the Shindong Ah Group of Korea, who has donated $70,000 to the Library for
the acquisition of Korean publications. Mr. Choi, who is also a benefactor of the
Korea-Pacific Program at IR/PS, accepted a certificate of appreciation from Dorothy
Gregor, University Librarian. Dean Gourevitch presided over the ceremony which was
attended by Ambassador Chong Sang Park of the Korean Consulate-General in Los
Angeles, Mr. George Soete, Associate University Librarian for Collections, and profes
sors Tun-jen Cheng, Taekwon Kim, and Steven Lee. Members of the community with
interest in the Korea-Pacific Studies Program were: Peter Hong, President of Alpha
Enterprise Corporation of Los Angeles, Dr. Byong Mok Kim of La Jolla, and Dennis
Catron, owner of Sunwood Realty.
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2. IR/PS Library Receives Visitors from Japan
The Library has received a number of visitors from Japan in the past few months. The
Library staff welcomed scholars, company and government officials, and librarians, and
gave them guided tours of the new library. Their visits provided the Library with an op
portunity to show the scenic, wooded landscape of the La Jolla campus and the unique
Robinson Complex (which houses the Library) overlooking the Pacific Ocean. The l i 
brary staff also takes advantage of these visitors by querying them for their insights into
current events taking place in Japan. Another benefit tor the campus and the Library
are the personal and professional contacts that the University of California at San
Diego imtiates and renews with these visitors and their respective institutions.
The following were recent guests to IR/PS: Prof. Tsuneo Iida, economist and Ms.
Sachiko Usui, Research Cooperative Specialist of the International Research Center
for Japanese Studies in Kyoto on April 2 and 3; Mr. Hitoshi Hayase, Chief, Serials Pro
cessing Section, Department of Information Services, University Library, Tsukuba Uni
versity in Tsukuba, Ibaraki-ken on June 15; Mr. Akunasa Mitsuta, Executive Director,
Mr. Akira Matsushiro, Director of the Los Angeles Office, and Ms. Reina Wada, Li
brary Support Program of the Japan Foundation in Tokyo on September 14 and Octo
ber 8; and Mr. Shigeshi Kobayashi, Head, Department of Economics Library, Doshisha
University in Kyoto on November 1 and 2.
3. Gifts of Books from the Faculty and Other Donors
Gifts are one of the three principal means through which the Library acquires materials
and develops its collections. Purchases and exchanges provide other equally important
methods which have become increasingly difficult and tenuous at UC San Diego be
cause of the Library's continuous financial constraints and the lack of the La Jolla cam
pus' own publications available for exchange. Thus, a new small but growing library like
ours welcomes gifts from all quarters within and outside the campus. In fact, the
Library has been fortunate in recent years to receive a great number of significant re
search materials from the campus faculty, community residents and other donors, in
cluding those from abroad. The following are some recent notable gifts that have made
a difference, enabling the Library to provide users with materials of great significance.
Masao Miyoshi, Professor of Japanese and Comparative Literature, Hajime Mori En
dowed Chair, Department of Literature, has recently donated to the Library some
eighty volumes in the areas of Japanese literature and of other subjects in the humani
ties, including a fifty-one volume set of Nihon koten bungaku zenshu (Collected works of
Japanese classical literature with modern Japanese renditions for texts included)
[Tokyo: Shogakukan, 1985].
Chalmers A. Johnson, the Rohr Professor of International Relations, Graduate School
of International Relations and Pacific Studies, has been a frequent donor of both West
ern and Japanese language materials to the IR/PS Library in the past two years. His
donations consist of primarily social science research materials and total 800 volumes of
monographs, 370 periodical issues, and fifty newspaper issues during the period from
June 1988 through June 1990. His recent gift books include a 1990 work, Japan's Eco
nomic Structure: Should It Change?, edited by Kozo Yamamura and published by the
Society for Japanese Studies, University of Washington, Seattle.
Professor Lawrence Krause, Graduate School of International Relations and Pacific
Studies, has donated to the Library his collection of English-language materials on
Japanese economics, international relations, and public policy, published in the 1970s
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and 1980s. The gift includes a number of nontrade research reports, bringing the total
gift to some 120 volumes.
4. New Exchange Programs Developed in China and Taiwan
As a result of IR/PS Library Director Karl Lo's visits to China and Taiwan last summer,
our China exchange program has been expanded to include the Shanghai Institute for
International Studies in China and the Institute for National Policy Research in Taipei,
Taiwan, two of the most important research institutions in their respective subject
areas. These new additions will give a needed balance to our existing exchange
programs which favor economics and its related subject areas.
We have now received from these two new partners some nineteen monographic and
serials titles such as National Policy Quarterly, International Affairs, World Outlook, and
Survey of International Affairs (English edition) which now are available to our Library
patrons.
(Adapted from PacificScope: the Newsletter of the International Relations and Pacific
Studies Library (University of California, San Diego) 1, no. 2 (November 1990))
AAS Committee on East Asian Libraries Has Its Own Electronic Mailbox
Members of the AAS Committee on East Asian Library (CEAL)now have the capabil
ity of corresponding with one another electronically. Academic Computing Services at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill has created a list server for the use of
"East Asian Librarians (and their friends)."*
This service makes possible the transmission of article manuscripts electronically and
the sending of messages from one CEAL member to another. CEAL members seem to
have taken advantage of the FAX phone numbers published in the most recent CEAL
Directory. Perhaps this new mail-response service will also be used to facilitate our
work. Both of these ideas came from Karl Lo (University of California at San Diego).
To participate in this program, use a computer with a modem to call
"listserv@listserv.acs.unc.edu" and once you are connected, issue the command
"subscribe eastlib." You will then have access to all the messages currently in the listserver.
To send mail to other members, address your note to
"eastlib@archive.acs.unc.edu" and it will be delivered to each member on the list.
The Academic Computing Services has provided a document, Document A-003-0
(March 1988) entitled "Using Full-Screen Electronic Mail under TSO." It is distributed
by UNC Academic Computing Services / CB#3455, 37 Phillips Hall / Chapel Hill, NC
27599-3455; phone: (919) 962-6501.
If you should have trouble subscribing, send your user ID (BITNET, etc.) to Paul Jones,
UNC Academic Computing Services at the address above. We hope all of you will take
advantage of this opportunity to bring us closer together in our mutual endeavors.
(Edward Martinique)
'Electronic mail message, Paul Jones to Ed Martinique, November 7,1990.
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